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In the article Making an impact - 03, we had already 
explained in detail about Kudumbashree s work as a 
National Resource Organisation. As part of this activity, 
we have partnerships with 19 states in the country. In 
addition to this, Kudumbashree also gets opportunities 
to extend various trainings and implement convergence 
activities countries outside India. The partnership with 
the Azerbaijan is one of the most successful and the 
latest in the list.



Azerbaijan Rural Investment Project (AZRIP) is a 
workd bank supported project being implemented 
in Azerbaijan from 2005 (in various phases). The 
project aims at developing the basic infrastructure 
in the rural areas. Further project envisages 
development of economic activities and livelihood 
programmes. During 2017, AZRIP team visited 
India to study various models of livelihood 
promotion for women groups as they wanted to 
start a pilot project of ‘women’s activity group 
formation’ for inclusive economic empowerment. 
After ascertaining that the ‘Kudumbashree 
model’ of livelihood promotion and women 
empowerment has the larger scope of convergence 
in their country, they invited Kudumbashree to 
Azerbaijan.

In 2018, a four member team from Kudumbashree 
went to Azerbaijan for the initial scoping study and 
to provide a 10 day training. We aimed at training 
the master trainees of AZRIP project, who in turn 
will train the interested women entrepreneurs of 
Azerbaijan. Our team visited Separadi in Massaly, 
Chakrili in Lankaran and Gysa in Balakan and 
understood the field reality and needs and framed 
the training as per requirement. The master trainee 
team were given classes on ‘Kudumbashree 
Model’, Neighbourhood groups, activity groups, 
livelihood promotion methods and on women 
empowerment activities. 16 people including 
the community mobilisers of AZRIP project and 
livelihood specialists took part in the workshop as 
master trainees. During the time of initial training 
itself, 56 women came forward to form 4 Activity 
Groups.

Looking back after one year, we could see that 
we have got the best results from Azerbaijan. 

The women entrepreneurs really did well!! 
The note written by Shri. Sebastian Molineus, 
Regional Director, World Bank after visiting 
Massaly is a measure of the success of the 
project and is available in this link : https://
mobile.twitter.com/SMolineus/status/117
7827992313192454?fbclid=IwAR2WeLk
YfG-ptgsSslAkTfxCht6K0WXSlYHN8D-
BxzDuZ2aTYU7bIGH3RGg

As of now, with the participation of 468 women, 
38 enterprise units had already been started in 
Massaly of Azerbaijan. They are coordinating 
more than 100 business projects. The success 
of this project, which is being implemented 
with the support of World Bank is also ths 
success of the international interventions of 
Kudumbashree. We are proud that our team is 
capable of framing a training programme at any 
place in the world after assessing the country’s 
requirements. Also, we are able to provide the 
required assistance/ support/ knowledge to 
ensure continuity and growth.

‘The Azerbaijan Rural Women’s Association’ 
is the network of ‘Women Development and 
Enterprise Groups’ in the country. When 
they bagged an award from Government of 
Azerbaijan for their activities, Kudumbashree s 
contribution was also mentioned. On October 
15, Azerbaijan Rural Women’s Assiciation 
(https://www.facebook.com/akqaarwa/) is 
planning to celebrate ‘International Rural 
Women’s Day’. On this occasion, on behalf of 
the entire Kudumbashree team, I wish success 
to the women development and enterprise 
groups of Azerbaijan and to the Azerbaijan 
Rural Womens Association. May your activities 
and projects reach greater heights! And we are 
proud of our togetherness and success!


